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during the season, often called for by the audience. The most striking and brilliant passages of it have been so often repeated, and are so well recollected by all the lovers of the drama and of poetry, that it would be superfluous to point them out. In the Gentleman's Magazine for December this year, he inserted an ' Ode on Winter,' which is, I think, an admirable specimen of his genius for lyrick poetry1.
'X But   the   year   1747   is- distinguished   as   the   epoch,  when 'Johnson's  arduous   and   important work, his  DICTIONARY 01' THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE, was announced to the world, by the publication of its Plan or Prospectus.
How long this immense undertaking had been the object of his contemplation, I do not know.    I once asked him by what means he had   attained to that astonishing knowledge of out-language, by which he was enabled to realise a design of such extent, and accumulated difficulty.    He told me, that 'it was not the effect of particular study;  but that it had grown up in his   mind insensibly.'     I   have  been  informed  by   Mr.  James Dodsley, that several years before this period, when Johnson was one day sitting in his brother Robert's shop, he heard his brother   suggest   to   him,   that   a  Dictionary  of   the   English Language would  be a work that would be  well  received  by the   publick5;   that  Johnson  seemed  at first to catch  at the proposition,   but,   after  a  pause,  said,  in  his   abrupt  decisive manner,' I believe I shall not undertake it.'    That he, however, had   bestowed   much   thought   upon   the   subject,  before   he published  his   Plan, is  evident from the  enlarged,  clear, and accurate views which it exhibits ; and we find him mentioning in that tract, that many of the writers whose testimonies were to be   produced   as  authorities,   were  selected  by  Pope3 ;   which
>
2  Such poor stuff as the following        3 It would seem from the passage is certainly not by Johnson :—               to which Boswcll refers  that Pope
'Let musick sound the voice of joy!     had   wished   that   Johnson   should
Or mirth repeat the jocund talc ;     undertake the Dictionary,    Johnson,
Let Love his wanton wiles employ,     in   mentioning'   Pope,    says :—' Of
And o'er the season wine pre-     whom I may be justified in affirming
vail.'                                              that were he still alive, solicitous as
3  'Dodsley first mentioned to me     he was for the success of this work, the scheme of an English Dictionary;     he would  not be displeased that  I but I had long thought of it.'   Post,     have undertaken it.'    Wnrks, v. 20. Oct. 10, 1779.                                           As Pope died on May 30, 1744, this
proves228 of Bohn's Addison, and the great success that it met with is described in The Spectator, No. 341.
